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Curriculum Vision
At Randlay Primary School and Nursery, we believe Geography enables children to make sense of the world in which they live. Through Geography, pupils develop an understanding of the relationships between people, places and environments while developing curiosity about both their local community and the wider world.
We aspire to foster a lifelong curiosity about people, places and environments, enabling children to appreciate the diversity of our planet and understand the connections between the physical and human world. Through meaningful geographical experiences, pupils develop empathy, respect and an understanding of the challenges facing our world, while encouraging the courage to question, the creativity to think differently and the aspiration to make a positive difference to people and places.
We want every child to leave Randlay Primary School and Nursery with a strong sense of belonging within their local community, an appreciation of global diversity and the confidence to engage thoughtfully with the world around them. Our vision is for children to become responsible citizens who understand that their actions can make a positive difference to people and places, both locally and globally.
Geography also develops valuable life skills, including curiosity, communication, critical thinking, resilience, collaboration and teamwork. These qualities support learning across the curriculum, encourage pupils to strive for excellence and prepare them to become informed, active members of society.

Intent
At Randlay Primary School and Nursery, our Geography curriculum is designed to inspire pupils to become knowledgeable, inquisitive and reflective geographers who develop a deep understanding of the world and their place within it. 
Our curriculum is underpinned by the National Curriculum and delivered through the Kapow Primary Geography scheme. It has been carefully sequenced to ensure that geographical knowledge and skills build progressively from the Early Years Foundation Stage to the end of Key Stage 2. As pupils move through the school, they revisit and deepen their understanding, enabling them to build upon prior learning as they develop increasingly sophisticated geographical understanding and disciplinary skills. This ambitious curriculum is designed to ensure that every pupil, regardless of their background, starting point or additional need, can access rich, challenging and inclusive geographical learning.
Learning is organised around the four key strands of Geography: locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography, and geographical skills and fieldwork. Through these interconnected strands, pupils build an increasingly connected understanding of where places are, what makes them unique, how physical and human processes shape environments, and how places are connected across local, national and global scales.
The curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils acquire both substantive geographical knowledge (the facts, concepts and vocabulary that geographers use) and disciplinary knowledge (how geographers investigate, interpret, analyse and communicate information). These two forms of knowledge are deliberately interwoven throughout the curriculum, enabling pupils to understand geography as both a body of knowledge and a way of thinking about the world.
A central aim of our curriculum is to develop pupils' ability to think and work as geographers. We intend for children to ask thoughtful questions, investigate geographical issues, interpret a range of evidence, analyse information and communicate their findings using accurate geographical vocabulary. Through this approach, pupils develop the knowledge, skills and confidence to understand and respond thoughtfully to geographical challenges, make informed judgements about the world around them, and work collaboratively and respectfully when exploring different viewpoints and geographical issues.
We believe that a strong understanding of the local area provides the foundation for geographical learning. Children begin by exploring the geography of Telford and Shropshire, developing an understanding of their local environment before broadening their understanding to include the United Kingdom, Europe and the wider world. This local-to-global approach enables pupils to recognise similarities, differences and interconnections between places while developing a strong sense of place, identity and belonging.
Our Geography curriculum also contributes to pupils' wider personal development. Through the study of diverse communities, environments and global issues, children develop respect for different cultures, an appreciation of environmental sustainability and an understanding of the responsibilities they share as local, national and global citizens. They learn to value diversity, respect different perspectives and understand the importance of mutual respect and responsible citizenship in modern Britain and within an increasingly interconnected world. They are encouraged to consider how human actions influence the environment and how informed choices can contribute to a more sustainable future.
We are committed to ensuring that our Geography curriculum is ambitious, inclusive and accessible for every learner. High expectations, carefully sequenced learning and a focus on developing well-connected geographical knowledge and an increasingly rich geographical vocabulary enable all pupils, regardless of their starting points, to make progress through the curriculum and experience success.
By the end of Year 6, pupils will have developed a deep and connected understanding of geographical concepts, a rich geographical vocabulary and the confidence to apply their understanding when exploring unfamiliar places and geographical issues. They will leave Randlay Primary School and Nursery as informed, responsible and inquisitive young geographers, well prepared for the Geography curriculum at Key Stage 3 and equipped to engage thoughtfully with the wider world.
Implementation
Geography is taught through a broad, ambitious and carefully sequenced curriculum that is fully aligned with the National Curriculum. The Kapow Primary Geography scheme provides a progressive framework for teaching geographical knowledge and skills across our two-year rolling programme, ensuring full curriculum coverage for all mixed-age classes.
The Kapow curriculum is organised as a spiral curriculum, enabling pupils to revisit key knowledge, concepts and skills throughout their primary education with increasing depth and complexity. Teachers make explicit links to prior learning, allowing pupils to strengthen their understanding and apply previously taught knowledge in new contexts.
Curriculum Organisation
The Geography curriculum is structured around four interrelated strands:
· Locational Knowledge
· Place Knowledge
· Human and Physical Geography
· Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
These strands are woven throughout each unit of work to ensure that knowledge and skills develop progressively across EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
Each unit is centred around an engaging enquiry question that provides a meaningful purpose for learning and encourages pupils to investigate geographical concepts through observation, discussion, research and evidence.

Teaching and Learning
Teachers follow the school's agreed teaching and learning principles to ensure Geography lessons are engaging, inclusive and ambitious for all learners.
Lessons typically include:
· retrieval activities to revisit previously taught knowledge
· explicit teaching of new geographical vocabulary
· teacher modelling and guided practice
· opportunities for discussion and oracy
· collaborative and independent learning
· practical enquiry and investigation
· opportunities to apply knowledge in meaningful contexts
· reflection on learning and key concepts.
Teachers make purposeful use of high-quality resources including atlases, globes, maps, aerial photographs, satellite imagery, digital mapping software, photographs, videos, artefacts and high-quality texts to deepen understanding and provide authentic geographical experiences.
Learning is enriched through the use of the school grounds, the local area of Telford and Shropshire, educational visits and visitors where appropriate, ensuring that pupils experience geography beyond the classroom.
Where appropriate, meaningful cross-curricular links are planned to strengthen learning, particularly within English, Mathematics, Science, Computing and History.
Early Years Foundation Stage
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Geography is taught through the Understanding the World area of learning, particularly within People, Culture and Communities and The Natural World.
Children develop geographical understanding through carefully planned adult-led experiences alongside child-initiated exploration. Weekly Little Explorers sessions provide opportunities to observe seasonal change, investigate natural environments and explore the school grounds, laying strong foundations for future geographical learning.
Key Stage 1
In Key Stage 1, pupils build on the foundations established in the Early Years by developing an understanding of their local area, the United Kingdom and the wider world. Learning focuses on introducing core geographical concepts, developing subject-specific vocabulary and beginning to compare places through the study of human and physical features. Pupils are introduced to simple geographical enquiry and fieldwork, using first-hand observation alongside maps, atlases, globes and aerial photographs to investigate their environment.

Key Stage 2
In Key Stage 2, pupils deepen and broaden their geographical understanding by studying a wider range of regions, countries and global issues. Pupils build upon prior learning through increasingly sophisticated geographical enquiries, developing confidence in analysing evidence, interpreting maps and data, and understanding the interactions between physical and human processes. Fieldwork becomes increasingly independent, enabling pupils to apply their knowledge and skills in a range of real and meaningful contexts. 
Fieldwork
Fieldwork is a progressive element of our Geography curriculum and takes place across all phases of the school. Fieldwork opportunities range from investigations within the school grounds to studies within the local area of Telford and Shropshire, as well as educational visits where appropriate.
Teachers use the geographical enquiry process to structure fieldwork, enabling pupils to:
· ask geographical questions
· observe features and patterns
· collect and measure data
· record findings using a range of methods
· analyse evidence
· communicate conclusions to different audiences.
Regular fieldwork enables pupils to apply classroom learning in real contexts while developing confidence in geographical enquiry.
Adaptive Teaching
High-quality adaptive teaching ensures that all pupils can access and succeed within the Geography curriculum.
Teachers adapt teaching through:
· carefully planned scaffolding
· explicit vocabulary instruction
· knowledge organisers
· visual supports and Widget symbols
· practical resources and artefacts
· adapted recording methods
· assistive technology
· collaborative learning
· targeted adult support where appropriate
· appropriate challenge for pupils working at greater depth.
These adaptations enable all pupils, including those with SEND and disadvantaged pupils, to participate fully in learning while maintaining high expectations for every learner.
Assessment for Learning
Assessment is embedded within every Geography lesson and informs responsive teaching. Teachers use effective questioning, retrieval practice, observation, discussion and live feedback to identify pupils' understanding, address misconceptions and adapt learning to meet the needs of all learners. Kapow Knowledge Catchers and end-of-unit quizzes are used alongside teacher assessment to identify prior knowledge, check understanding and inform subsequent planning.
Subject Leadership
The Geography Subject Leader plays a key role in supporting the effective implementation of the Geography curriculum across the school. Working collaboratively with colleagues, the subject leader ensures that teachers have access to high-quality planning, resources and professional development to deliver an ambitious and engaging curriculum with confidence.
Staff are supported through Kapow Primary subject knowledge resources, curriculum guidance, professional development opportunities and regular collaboration to ensure consistency in teaching and progression across all year groups. The subject leader also works alongside teachers to review curriculum developments, share effective practice and ensure that the Geography curriculum continues to meet the needs of all pupils.
Impact
The impact of our Geography curriculum is reflected in the depth of knowledge, understanding and geographical skills demonstrated by our pupils. As children progress through the curriculum, they apply previously taught learning with increasing confidence and independence, enabling them to interpret geographical information, communicate using subject-specific vocabulary and undertake geographical enquiries successfully.
Assessment
Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning and is used to ensure that all pupils make progress through the Geography curriculum. Teachers use ongoing formative assessment throughout every lesson to identify misconceptions, celebrate success and adapt teaching to meet pupils' needs.
Formative assessment strategies include:
· effective questioning
· retrieval practice
· teacher observation
· discussion and pupil conferencing
· live feedback
· self and peer assessment
· review of pupils' work.
Kapow Knowledge Catchers and end-of-unit quizzes are used alongside teacher assessment to identify prior knowledge, assess learning and inform future planning. Assessment information is used to evaluate pupils' understanding, identify misconceptions and inform future teaching.
Evidencing Progress
Pupils' progress is demonstrated through a range of evidence, including:
· creative curriculum books
· fieldwork investigations
· maps, plans and diagrams
· annotated photographs
· digital presentations
· enquiry outcomes
· written explanations
· pupil discussions
· teacher assessment.
As pupils move through the school, evidence demonstrates increasing independence, confidence and accuracy in applying geographical knowledge and skills. As pupils progress through the school, they become increasingly proficient in using maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping technologies, while confidently interpreting geographical information and presenting evidence-based conclusions.
Monitoring and Evaluation
The Geography Subject Leader evaluates the effectiveness of the curriculum through a range of quality assurance activities, including planning scrutiny, book scrutiny, learning walks, pupil voice, assessment analysis and professional dialogue with staff. These activities provide a comprehensive picture of how well the intended curriculum is being implemented and the impact it is having on pupils' learning.
Monitoring focuses on whether pupils are developing the intended knowledge, skills and vocabulary, building successfully on prior knowledge and demonstrating increasing confidence in applying their geographical understanding. Findings are used to celebrate effective practice, identify priorities for development and inform future curriculum planning, professional development and resource provision.
Pupil voice is an important aspect of curriculum evaluation. Children are encouraged to reflect on their learning, discuss what they have retained over time and explain how Geography has developed their understanding of the world. Feedback from pupils and staff contributes to the ongoing review and refinement of the curriculum, ensuring it remains ambitious, relevant and responsive to the needs of all learners.
Together, these activities provide a comprehensive picture of the quality of education in Geography, enabling leaders to evaluate how effectively the intended curriculum is being implemented and the impact it is having on pupils' learning over time.


Outcomes
By the end of Year 6, pupils will:
· demonstrate secure knowledge of a range of places, environments and geographical processes
· understand the similarities, differences and interconnections between local, national and global locations
· confidently use geographical vocabulary to explain their understanding
· interpret and use maps, atlases, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping technologies with increasing accuracy
· undertake geographical enquiries by asking questions, collecting and analysing evidence, drawing conclusions and presenting findings
· understand how physical and human processes shape landscapes and communities
· recognise the importance of sustainability and appreciate the impact that people have on the environment
· value cultural diversity and understand their role as responsible local, national and global citizens
· demonstrate curiosity, resilience, critical thinking and independence when exploring geographical questions
· be well prepared for the Geography curriculum at Key Stage 3.
Together, these outcomes ensure that pupils leave Randlay Primary School and Nursery with a lasting understanding of the world and their place within it. They are equipped with the knowledge, skills and curiosity to continue their geographical learning, engage thoughtfully with an ever-changing world and make a positive contribution to the communities and environments in which they live.
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